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DIRE STRAITS

Western Cape authorities have warned of an impending drought across the province. The South African Weather Services (SAWS) is predicting lower than
average rainfall for a second consecutive year.
The provincial Department of Local Government says water management systems are lagging behind in a number of municipalities, contributing to the extent
of the water crises.
The Knysna Municipality had only days of water left (as of the 23rd January) with Premier Alan Winde requesting a Provincial Disaster Declaration from
national government.

However - The Joint Operations Committee (JOC) tasked with overseeing Knysna’s water situation reported that the level of the Akkerkloof Dam has
increased from 15% to 20.9%. Current water usage in Knysna is approximately 10.1kilolitres per day, translating into a water buffer of 17 days. This is a
notable improvement from the 10-day buffer reported just two weeks ago.

Winde addressed a media briefing in Cape Town.

“We have a number of towns that are definitely in the disaster space where they themselves are also calling for a local disaster. Now, we will be calling for a
provincial disaster primarily because of Knysna where they are getting down to days without water. Also, you can see other towns in the region are under
huge pressure in the Garden Route, in the Karoo. So, the disaster declaration enables us to put further emergency mechanisms in place,” says Winde.

Johan van den Berg - a Free State-based independent agricultural meteorologist, and Giel Hugo - a specialist weather forecaster from the Overberg, agree
that the Western Cape is probably entering a drier cycle.
“Looking at the statistics for the Western Cape, the period between 2012 and 2016 was relatively wet, but from 2017 onwards, it became drier. A wetter
period then followed from 2019 to 2024. Now, in 2025, weather patterns are beginning to resemble those of 2017,” Hugo said.
“In addition, climate models indicate that these areas can expect drier conditions.”
Hugo also pointed to a third indicator, the level of solar activity, which suggests conditions may become drier.
“Solar activity has already peaked and is now on a downward slope. Historically, periods of lesser solar activity have coincided with drier-than-normal
conditions,” he explained.
He added that a clearer picture of the winter rainfall outlook will emerge between January and March, when the strength, frequency, and orientation of cold
fronts from the polar vortex will indicate the winter ahead.

In Uniondale we have many farmers in need, the rain shortage has left many farms without grazing for
their livestock and thus no livelihood for the farmers. Thankfully for this region the BIN - Boere In Nood
organisation has stepped in to help. A non profit, they started in November 2015 to help farmers during

times of drought and other natural disasters. Created to help, but only with public participation and

Individual donations can the group be of service. An organisation of people, for people. Join the Boere
In Nood Groep on Facebook and see how you can make a difference to desperately struggling farmers.

Paar boodskappe van die boere in
UNIONDALE:

Ons benodig trokke, diesel, vee | Dankie vir julle effort. Van my
voer, enige skenkings vir mens en § skape het al begin vrek deur gifplantcila:
wat hulle vreet.

Ek het net 28 skape oor...
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Ek en my pa het net 26 beeste en 30
skape oor. Ons het die meeste
verkoop toe ek moes begin voer in
Oktober laas jaar.

KONTANTSKENKINGS KAN HIER BOERE IN NOOD (BIN), 'n NIE

Ons visie is om te kan Add as my seun ons benodig GEDOEN WORD: WINSGEWENDE ORGANISASIE’ "
Vies bifriad weke dringend voer die diere is maer en Bank : FNB registrasienommer, 164-418, is in
siek... Rek : 626 1458 0084 November 2015 gestig om boere wat
Kontak Santie - Tak kode : 250655

gebuk gaan onder droogte en ander
natuurrampe, by te staan, maar
VOERSKENKINGS: Skakel Santie Roux  afgesien van die direkteure en helpers
069 833 3922/ Arno Loggenberg 082 619 by BIN, is BIN ek en jy, die publiek. DIT
5983 / Matthew Pretorius 069 502 0232 IS NET ONS WAT DIE BOERE KAN HELP.

069 833 3922 e e M e Tak : Bethlehem

CREDITS : FARMERS WEEKLY, BOERE IN NOOD.

THANK YOU TO DAVKOR AND ALL OUR ADVERTISERS FOR MAKING THIS EDITION
POSSIBLE!

¥ R5.00 ¥ theuniondalepost@gmail.com ¥
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HOE OM AFRIKARNSE IDIOME OPTIMAAL TE GEBRUIK
*

"Voor jy dalk hond se gedagtes kry dat ek muisneste het en kattekwaad aanvang deur 'n kat in die donker
te knyp, kan ek die aap uit die mou laat dat jy nie hond haaraf gaan maak nie. Die kool is eenvoudig nie
die sous werd nie, jy wil verniet die bobbejaan agter die bult gaan haal, ek is nie 'n vroetelvarkie nie.

Omdat ek twee linkervoete en rooi haakskene het, dans ek soos 'n kat op 'n warm plaat. Terwyl ek oor die
onderdeur loer, stem my aand- en moOrepraatjies nie ooreen nie en sing ek 'n ander deuntjie. Ek sing dan
soos 'n kanarie. Ek weet dat die voéltjie wat saans die laaste fluit, soggens eerste deur die kat gevang
word, daarom gaan ek saam met die hoenders slaap en lank voor hanekraai klim ek met die verkeerde
voet uit die bed om my eiertjie te |€é.

Dit het die naweek katte en honde gereén, maar ons hou darem nog kop bo water. Dit staan egter soos 'n
paal bo water dat dit nie nodig is om water met 'n mandjie aan te dra nie. Voor die son water getrek het
en die perde horings gekry het, moet ek nie 'n gegewe perd in die bek kyk nie, ek moet die ou koeie uit

die sloot grawe, die bul by die horings pak sodat die agteros in die kraal kan kom. Ek moet ook al my
varkies op hok sit en daar by oom Daantjie se kalwerhok die kalf uit die put gaan haal.

As jy wors in die hondehok soek, onthou dat blaffende honde nie byt nie. Ek wou nog katte skiet, maar toe
Is die koeél deur die kerk en ek kry wingerdgriep. Dit was 'n bitter pil om te sluk. Ek was hoog in die
takke, want ek het gehoor dat die hoogste bome die meeste wind vang. As die appel nie ver van die boom
val nie, kan 'n mens die boom aan sy vrugte ken.

Ek kon nie die kar voor die perde span nie, en het toe maar twee rye spore geloop.

In die dorp het hulle gesé ek speel op Avbob se stoep en dat ek een van die dae 'n houtpak gaan aantrek.
Ek het gesé dat ek met 'n goue lepel in die mond gebore is en dat ek nog nie die lepel in die dak gaan
steek en boedel oorgee nie. EK moet rondborstig erken dat die spyker in my doodskis, is dat bloed kruip
waar dit nie kan loop nie.

As jy brood in die sweet van jou aangesig eet, moet jy nie met 'n mond vol tande staan nie, jy moet hare
op jou tande hé, Jy moet jou hand aan die ploeg slaan en die strydbyl begrawe. Weet jy hoe die vurk in die
hef steek? As jy wolf skaapwagter maak, moet jy almal oor dieselfde kam skeer."

What flavour will y your summer De

200g Tubs:

e Almond ® Macada'mia

e Cherry _ * Milo

e Chocolate e Mixed Berries

e Cookies and Cream * Peppermint Crisp
e Ginger e Rum & Raisin

e Granadilla e Strawberry

e Hazelnut-Coffee e Vanilla

e Liquorice

Delicious HOMEMADE ICE-CREAMS
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THE HUNGRY GHOST WEEKLY SPEGIALS 'y

*HUNGRY GHOST*
23 Voortrekker Street
Uniondale

*WEDNESDAY*
*PENSIONERS DISCOUNT 10%* *on everything on the menu*
*HAPPY HOUR 18hoo0-19hoo*
Any 2 local Beers or ciders R50

*Contact number* Brandy/Vodka
044 752 1045 1 x R30 double with mix
076 1686452 - . *PUB LUNCH 12:00-14:00*
: " R100

FREE DELIVERY in Uniondale Chicken Schnitzel with chips and salad or

Boboti with Rice and Sambals
*Thursday*
2 Traditional Beef burgers with chips R200
*PUB LUNCH 12:00-14:00*
R100
Chicken Strips with chips and salad or
Chicken Livers with Mash
*Friday*
Hungry Ghost Platter R180
*PUB LUNCH 12:00-1400*
R100
Chicken Livers with mash or Sirloin Steak with chips or salad R100
*Sunday*
*Lunch Buffet* R140 eat as much as you like
Or eat from the menu

*SPECIALS OF THE WEEK*

*MONDAY*
2 X Sweet and Sour KASLER CHOPS with PINEAPPLE SERVED with chips
or mash or salad R120

*PUB LUNCH 12:00 -14:00*
R100
Homemade Chicken Pie or Beef Pie with Chips and Gravy

*TUESDAY AND SATURDAY*
ANY 2 LARGE PIZZAS R200
ANY 2 SMALL PIZZAS R120

*PUB LUNCH 12:00-14:00*
R100
2 Russians with chips and Salad or
Quiche with salad
Lorraine or Spinach & Feta

14 Feb 2026

ENIGE € PIZLA
MET
3 TOPPINGS VAN
JOU KEUSE
R100

PLATTER VIR 1
R2LOO
L@10 VERSKILLENDE
SOUT HAPPIES
l@4 VERSKILLENDE
SOET HAPPLES

068 048 174+6

Koffie winkel
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A DRY SABBATH IN UNIONDALE BY Rl GROK AND TEWED RETSROV
*

The sun beat down mercilessly on Uniondale that Saturday morning, the kind of heat that made the air shimmer over the cracked asphalt of Main
Street. It had been a brutally dry spell lately, with the Karoo dust clinging to everything from the faded signs of Die Rooi Winkel to the rusted gates
of Vryheids Kerk. Folks in town whispered about the drought stretching all the way to the edges of the community, where the reservoirs were
dipping low, and the sheep were getting skittish. But life trudged on, as it always did in this corner of the Western Cape.

Jesus had walked into town quietly a few days back, staying with some locals on Victoria Street. Word was he was a teacher from up north, with a
way of speaking that cut through the noise like a cool breeze on a scorcher. That Sabbath, he made his way to Vryheids Kerk, the old Reformed
spot where the community gathered for services. The pews were half-full with the usual crowd: Ouman Frederickus dozing in the back, San and

Piet chatting about the latest rugby scores, and Maria keeping an eye on her fidgety kids.

As the service kicked off, Jesus stepped up to read from the scrolls—well, in this day and age, it was more like flipping through a worn Bible, but
he spoke the words with such fire. He talked about freedom, about chains breaking, about a kingdom that wasn't bound by the dust and drought.
The congregation leaned in, stunned. Usually, Pastor Whaley's sermons meandered like the dry riverbed outside town, but this? This had authority,
like the man was commanding the words themselves.

Then, from the middle rows, Jacob erupted. He was a quiet guy normally, worked at the local grocery Shop on Parliament Street, but lately he'd
been off—whispers of bad deals, maybe some substances from the area creeping in. He stood up, eyes wild, shouting, "What do you want with us,
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who you are—the Holy One of God!"

The church went dead silent, save for the creak of wooden benches. Maria clutched her bag, and Ouman Frederickus snapped awake. Jesus didn't

flinch. He turned, voice steady as steel: "Be quiet! Come out of him." Jacob convulsed, letting out a guttural yell that echoed off the high ceilings,

then collapsed in a heap, breathing heavy but... clear. No harm done, just a man sitting there, rubbing his temples as he'd woken from a nightmare.
The demon was gone, whatever it was—folks later called it the weight of the world, or maybe something darker from the dry times.

Word spread like wildfire through Uniondale's streets. By lunchtime, people were buzzing on Roper Street, texting and calling: "Did you hear what
happened at Vryheids Kerk? That teacher from up north cast out whatever was tormenting Jacob!"

VALENTINE

WONDER CuPID v Ak
iy WHENONTHE HUNT o7 8
U8 WILL YOUCAPTURE A ¥

sy THE OMEW i

Saint Valentine’s Day, or simply
Valentine’s Day, is celebrated on the
14th of February, almost internationally
but primarily in western societies. It is a
commemorative Christian feast for some

Doggy Day Care
but a secular occasion for others who

and See it as a day to celebrate affection in

overnight boarding all of its forms but primarily romantic

0O .
OCS)O Mercia Badenhorst
Home away from home

love. The day has been named after one
or more martyrs of the early Christian
era named Valentine or Valentinus who
lived sometime in the 3rd century CE and
was killed for defying oppressive laws
directed either against Christians or
young lovers in the Roman Empire.
Valentine's death became symbolic
during and after the Christianization of
the Roman Empire, and later on, the
character developed a correlation with
romantic love throughout Europe, and
then the idea spread almost
internationally.

Let me ease your stress about your furry
child when your not home.

Vaccination record must be up to date!

Day Care from 8am-6pm @ R40 per day
Overnight stays @ R50 per night

BOOK NOW

= Call or whatsapp to find out more
@ Mercia - 072 656 7086

-

SYED MUHAMMAD KHAN
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vind jy Januarie se Nuwe Jaar Essensiele produkte vir’n vars en
gesonde begin, al jou Terug Skool toe Essensiele goed om kinders
reg toe te rus, en spaar ekstra met 20% afslag op alle
Skryfbehoeftes.
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Join our Club - R200.00 a Year
as of 1° March 2026 -

A2\ SOCIAL GATHERING €
BINGO

CHESS \
DARTS »
BOARD GAMES
CARD GAMES
COFFEE & TEA

Dave: 082 923 0143 Shop: 079 401 4369 R G\
I Church Street, cnr Church St & Voortrekker 7 LJ

Street, Uniondale
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. UNIONS IN THE DALE

Ek’s ‘n oulike man, al sé ek self so. Ek is baie kalm en geduldig, ek drink nie meer as so
twee keer ‘n maand nie en ek is baie vrygewig.

Maar kan iemand asseblief vir my verduidelik hoe om deesdae met ‘n vrou te gesels?
Ek moet elke liewe woord twee keer omdraai ‘just in case | offend you’. So nou sit ons
op die stoep tjoepstil en dan is ek ‘weird’ omdat ek niks se nie. Liewe vader gee vir
my die sterkte om met hierdie online dating nonsens voort te gaan.
#ekhetnetdieverkeerdewoorde

Are you looking for love or friendship or .... (not too many saucy details please) This is a strictly confidential place to advertise your sexy self,

and find who it is you are seeking. All you have to do is send me 70 words or less describing yourself and what you are looking for. Include an

email adress and a pseudonym please. You don’t have to use your real name at any point in your correspondence with me. | will place your ad

and if anyone is interested, all they have to do is Whatsapp or email me with their response. | will then forward it to the relevant person, if they
like the sound of you then they will respond. If not, eish.

ADVERTISING RATES

QUARTER PAGE - R125.00, HALF PAGE - R250.00, FULL PAGE - R500.00

HUNGRY
‘. GHOST

Romantic Dinner

DAY Menu

Pop a baloon and

14 FEBRUARY stand a change to get

18:30 for 19:00 you and your partner's
meals FREE

R250 P.P
7 170 R200 P.P (PENSIONER)
Fresh SHRIMP COCKTAIL

OR EnT THE HEAT N
Crispy brown CRUMBED o + ==
MUSHROOMS with dipping

A UNIONDALE ROGK SEEN AT 0.R.

TAMBO.
*

1.Go evaporative:
Misters, wet towels, damp bandanas, and
evaporative coolers (a.k.a. swamp coolers) all
work better in dry heat. A damp sheet in front of a
fan can cool a room. A soaked T-shirt under a
light breeze can chill you.

sauce

A "Hearty"@) CHICKEN PASTRY &
Sliced PRIME RIB with a rich brown
gravy

Served with:

POTATO WEDGES, HONEYED
CARROTS & ROCKET SALAD

Dhoserit

STRAWBERRY MOUSSE

SUGAR CONE CUP BOOK TODAY
OR

DOM PEDRO 044 752 1045
FREE GLASS OF HOUSE WINE or JUICE TO ALL

2. Freeze your bedding:
Literally. Put your pillowcase or top sheet in a
plastic bag in the freezer an hour before bed.

3.Reverse your ceiling fan:
Set it counter-clockwise in summer to push air
down and create a breeze.

4. Blackout curtains:
Block out the sun before it hits your windows, not
after the room’s hot.

5.Cool your pulse points:
Apply ice or cold water to wrists, ankles, behind
the knees, and the back of the neck for fast relief.
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PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES, ADVERTS OR PHOTOGRAPHS FOR INCLUSION IN OUR NEXT

EDITION TO
dalepost@gmail.com / online at www.myunio

ndale.co.za

theunion

Whatsapp Lorna

0766673677 or Kiewiet 0835608294 (the Afrikaans connec




