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DIRE STRAITS

Johan van den Berg -  a Free State-based independent agr icul tural  meteorologist ,  and Giel  Hugo -  a special ist  weather forecaster f rom the Overberg,  agree
that the Western Cape is probably enter ing a dr ier  cycle.

“Looking at  the stat ist ics for  the Western Cape, the per iod between 2012 and 2016 was relat ively wet,  but  f rom 2017 onwards, i t  became dr ier.  A wetter
per iod then fol lowed from 2019 to 2024. Now, in 2025, weather patterns are beginning to resemble those of  2017,”  Hugo said.

“ In addi t ion,  c l imate models indicate that these areas can expect dr ier  condi t ions.”
Hugo also pointed to a th i rd indicator,  the level  of  solar act iv i ty,  which suggests condi t ions may become dr ier.

“Solar act iv i ty has already peaked and is now on a downward slope. Histor ical ly,  per iods of  lesser solar act iv i ty have coincided with dr ier- than-normal
condi t ions,”  he explained.

He added that a c learer picture of  the winter rainfal l  out look wi l l  emerge between January and March, when the strength,  f requency, and or ientat ion of  cold
fronts f rom the polar vortex wi l l  indicate the winter ahead.

Western Cape author i t ies have warned of  an impending drought across the province. The South Afr ican Weather Services (SAWS) is predict ing lower than
average rainfal l  for  a second consecut ive year.

The provincial  Department of  Local  Government says water management systems are lagging behind in a number of  municipal i t ies,  contr ibut ing to the extent
of  the water cr ises.

The Knysna Municipal i ty had only days of  water lef t  (as of  the 23rd January) wi th Premier Alan Winde request ing a Provincial  Disaster Declarat ion f rom
nat ional  government.

However -  The Joint  Operat ions Commit tee (JOC) tasked with overseeing Knysna’s water s i tuat ion reported that the level  of  the Akkerkloof Dam has
increased from 15% to 20.9%. Current water usage in Knysna is approximately 10.1ki lo l i t res per day, t ranslat ing into a water buffer of  17 days. This is a

notable improvement f rom the 10-day buffer reported just  two weeks ago.
Winde addressed a media br ief ing in Cape Town.

“We have a number of  towns that are def in i te ly in the disaster space where they themselves are also cal l ing for  a local  d isaster.  Now, we wi l l  be cal l ing for  a
provincial  d isaster pr imari ly because of  Knysna where they are gett ing down to days wi thout water.  Also,  you can see other towns in the region are under

huge pressure in the Garden Route,  in the Karoo. So, the disaster declarat ion enables us to put fur ther emergency mechanisms in place,”  says Winde.

CREDITS : FARMERS WEEKLY,  BOERE IN NOOD. 

In Uniondale we have many farmers in need, the rain shortage has left many farms without grazing for
their livestock and thus no livelihood for the farmers. Thankfully for this region the BIN - Boere In Nood
organisation has stepped in to help. A non profit, they started in November 2015 to help farmers during

times of drought and other natural disasters. Created to help, but only with public participation and
individual donations can the group be of service. An organisation of people, for people. Join the Boere
in Nood Groep on Facebook and see how you can make a difference to desperately struggling farmers. 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=a475b937090673e11617016dfa994f6dea8d7917806dcf412071ca47a69de7aeJmltdHM9MTc2OTkwNDAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=2c9ce1f3-a997-6b55-2e9d-f74da85e6a6b&psq=drought+western+cape&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFybWVyc3dlZWtseS5jby56YS9hZ3JpLW5ld3Mvc291dGgtYWZyaWNhL3dlc3Rlcm4tY2FwZS1mYWNlcy1kaXNhc3Rlci1hcy1kcm91Z2h0LXdpbGRmaXJlcy1iYXR0ZXItYWdyaWN1bHR1cmUv
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=a475b937090673e11617016dfa994f6dea8d7917806dcf412071ca47a69de7aeJmltdHM9MTc2OTkwNDAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=2c9ce1f3-a997-6b55-2e9d-f74da85e6a6b&psq=drought+western+cape&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFybWVyc3dlZWtseS5jby56YS9hZ3JpLW5ld3Mvc291dGgtYWZyaWNhL3dlc3Rlcm4tY2FwZS1mYWNlcy1kaXNhc3Rlci1hcy1kcm91Z2h0LXdpbGRmaXJlcy1iYXR0ZXItYWdyaWN1bHR1cmUv
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=a475b937090673e11617016dfa994f6dea8d7917806dcf412071ca47a69de7aeJmltdHM9MTc2OTkwNDAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=2c9ce1f3-a997-6b55-2e9d-f74da85e6a6b&psq=drought+western+cape&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFybWVyc3dlZWtseS5jby56YS9hZ3JpLW5ld3Mvc291dGgtYWZyaWNhL3dlc3Rlcm4tY2FwZS1mYWNlcy1kaXNhc3Rlci1hcy1kcm91Z2h0LXdpbGRmaXJlcy1iYXR0ZXItYWdyaWN1bHR1cmUv


 

2

HOE OM AFRIKAANSE ID IOME OPT IMAAL TE  GEBRUIK  

"Voor jy dalk hond se gedagtes kry dat ek muisneste het en kattekwaad aanvang deur 'n kat  in die donker
te knyp, kan ek die aap ui t  d ie mou laat dat jy n ie hond haaraf  gaan maak nie.  Die kool  is  eenvoudig nie

die sous werd nie,  jy  wi l  verniet  d ie bobbejaan agter die bul t  gaan haal ,  ek is nie 'n vroetelvarkie nie.

Omdat ek twee l inkervoete en rooi  haakskene het,  dans ek soos 'n kat  op 'n warm plaat.  Terwyl  ek oor die
onderdeur loer,  stem my aand- en môrepraat j ies nie ooreen nie en sing ek 'n ander deunt j ie.  Ek s ing dan
soos 'n kanar ie.  Ek weet dat d ie voël t j ie wat saans die laaste f lu i t ,  soggens eerste deur die kat  gevang
word, daarom gaan ek saam met die hoenders s laap en lank voor hanekraai  k l im ek met die verkeerde

voet ui t  d ie bed om my eiert j ie te lê.  

Di t  het  d ie naweek katte en honde gereën, maar ons hou darem nog kop bo water.  Di t  staan egter soos 'n
paal  bo water dat d i t  n ie nodig is om water met 'n mandj ie aan te dra nie.  Voor die son water getrek het
en die perde hor ings gekry het,  moet ek nie 'n gegewe perd in die bek kyk nie,  ek moet die ou koeie ui t
d ie s loot grawe, die bul  by die hor ings pak sodat die agteros in die kraal  kan kom. Ek moet ook al  my

varkies op hok si t  en daar by oom Daant j ie se kalwerhok die kal f  u i t  d ie put gaan haal .

As jy wors in die hondehok soek, onthou dat blaffende honde nie byt  n ie.  Ek wou nog katte skiet ,  maar toe
is die koeël  deur die kerk en ek kry wingerdgr iep. Di t  was 'n bi t ter  p i l  om te s luk.  Ek was hoog in die

takke, want ek het gehoor dat die hoogste bome die meeste wind vang. As die appel  n ie ver van die boom
val nie,  kan 'n mens die boom aan sy vrugte ken. 

Ek kon nie die kar voor die perde span nie,  en het toe maar twee rye spore geloop.
In die dorp het hul le gesê ek speel  op Avbob se stoep en dat ek een van die dae 'n houtpak gaan aantrek.

Ek het gesê dat ek met 'n goue lepel  in die mond gebore is en dat ek nog nie die lepel  in die dak gaan
steek en boedel  oorgee nie.  Ek moet rondborst ig erken dat die spyker in my doodskis,  is  dat b loed kruip

waar di t  n ie kan loop nie.

As jy brood in die sweet van jou aangesig eet,  moet jy nie met 'n mond vol  tande staan nie,  jy  moet hare
op jou tande hê, jy moet jou hand aan die ploeg slaan en die strydbyl  begrawe. Weet jy hoe die vurk in die

hef steek? As jy wol f  skaapwagter maak, moet jy almal oor diesel fde kam skeer."



*WEDNESDAY*
*PENSIONERS DISCOUNT 10%* *on everything on the menu*

*HAPPY HOUR 18hoo-19hoo*
Any 2 local  Beers or c iders R50

Brandy/Vodka
1 x R30 double wi th mix

*PUB LUNCH 12:00-14:00*
R100

Chicken Schni tzel  wi th chips and salad or
Bobot i  wi th Rice and Sambals

*Thursday*
2 Tradi t ional  Beef burgers wi th chips R200

*PUB LUNCH 12:00-14:00*
R100

Chicken Str ips wi th chips and salad or
Chicken Livers wi th Mash

*Fr iday*
Hungry Ghost Plat ter  R180
*PUB LUNCH 12:00-1400*

R100
Chicken Livers wi th mash or Sir lo in Steak with chips or salad R100

*Sunday*
*Lunch Buffet*  R140 eat as much as you l ike

Or eat f rom the menu

*HUNGRY GHOST*
23 Voortrekker Street

Uniondale

*Contact  number*
044 752 1045
076 1686452

FREE DELIVERY in Uniondale

*SPECIALS OF THE WEEK*

*MONDAY*
2 X Sweet and Sour KASLER CHOPS with PINEAPPLE SERVED with chips 

or mash or salad R120

*PUB LUNCH 12:00 -14:00*
R100

Homemade Chicken Pie or Beef Pie wi th Chips and Gravy

*TUESDAY AND SATURDAY*
ANY 2 LARGE PIZZAS R200
ANY 2 SMALL PIZZAS R120

*PUB LUNCH 12:00-14:00*
R100

2 Russians wi th chips and Salad or
Quiche with salad

Lorraine or Spinach & Feta
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THE  HUNGRY GHOST  WEEKLY SPECIALS

https://bhejane.co.za/contact/


The sun beat down merci lessly on Uniondale that Saturday morning, the k ind of  heat that  made the air  shimmer over the cracked asphal t  of  Main
Street.  I t  had been a brutal ly dry spel l  lately,  wi th the Karoo dust c l inging to everything from the faded signs of  Die Rooi  Winkel  to the rusted gates

of Vryheids Kerk.  Folks in town whispered about the drought stretching al l  the way to the edges of  the community,  where the reservoirs were
dipping low, and the sheep were gett ing ski t t ish.  But l i fe t rudged on, as i t  a lways did in th is corner of  the Western Cape.

Jesus had walked into town quiet ly a few days back, staying wi th some locals on Victor ia Street.  Word was he was a teacher f rom up north,  wi th a
way of  speaking that cut  through the noise l ike a cool  breeze on a scorcher.  That Sabbath,  he made his way to Vryheids Kerk,  the old Reformed
spot where the community gathered for services.  The pews were hal f - fu l l  wi th the usual  crowd: Ouman Freder ickus dozing in the back, San and

Piet  chatt ing about the latest  rugby scores,  and Maria keeping an eye on her f idgety k ids.

As the service k icked off ,  Jesus stepped up to read from the scrol ls—wel l ,  in th is day and age, i t  was more l ike f l ipping through a worn Bible,  but
he spoke the words wi th such f i re.  He talked about f reedom, about chains breaking, about a k ingdom that wasn' t  bound by the dust and drought.

The congregat ion leaned in,  stunned. Usual ly,  Pastor Whaley's sermons meandered l ike the dry r iverbed outside town, but th is? This had author i ty,
l ike the man was commanding the words themselves.

Then, f rom the middle rows, Jacob erupted. He was a quiet  guy normal ly,  worked at  the local  grocery Shop on Par l iament Street,  but  lately he'd
been off—whispers of  bad deals,  maybe some substances from the area creeping in.  He stood up, eyes wi ld,  shout ing,  "What do you want wi th us,

Jesus of  Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I  know who you are—the Holy One of  God!"

The church went dead si lent ,  save for the creak of  wooden benches. Maria c lutched her bag, and Ouman Freder ickus snapped awake. Jesus didn' t
f l inch. He turned, voice steady as steel :  "Be quiet !  Come out of  h im." Jacob convulsed, let t ing out a guttural  yel l  that  echoed off  the high cei l ings,

then col lapsed in a heap, breathing heavy but. . .  c lear.  No harm done, just  a man si t t ing there,  rubbing his temples as he'd woken from a nightmare.
The demon was gone, whatever i t  was—folks later cal led i t  the weight of  the wor ld,  or  maybe something darker f rom the dry t imes.

Word spread l ike wi ldf i re through Uniondale 's streets.  By luncht ime, people were buzzing on Roper Street,  text ing and cal l ing:  "Did you hear what
happened at  Vryheids Kerk? That teacher f rom up north cast out whatever was torment ing Jacob!"
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A DRY SABBATH IN  UNIONDALE  BY  A I  GROK AND TEWED RETSROV

Saint  Valent ine’s Day, or s imply
Valent ine’s Day, is celebrated on the

14th of  February,  a lmost internat ional ly
but pr imari ly in western societ ies.  I t  is  a
commemorat ive Chr ist ian feast for  some

but a secular occasion for others who
see i t  as a day to celebrate affect ion in

al l  of  i ts  forms but pr imari ly romant ic
love. The day has been named af ter  one

or more martyrs of  the ear ly Chr ist ian
era named Valent ine or Valent inus who

l ived sometime in the 3rd century CE and
was ki l led for  defying oppressive laws
directed ei ther against  Chr ist ians or
young lovers in the Roman Empire.
Valent ine’s death became symbol ic

dur ing and af ter  the Chr ist ianizat ion of
the Roman Empire,  and later on, the

character developed a correlat ion wi th
romant ic love throughout Europe, and

then the idea spread almost
internat ional ly.

SYED MUHAMMAD KHAN

https://bhejane.co.za/contact/
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UNIONS IN  THE  DALE

Are you looking for love or friendship or .... (not too many saucy details please) This is a strictly confidential place to advertise your sexy self,
and find who it is you are seeking. All you have to do is send me 70 words or less describing yourself and what you are looking for. Include an
email adress and a pseudonym please. You don’t have to use your real name at any point in your correspondence with me. I will place your ad
and if anyone is interested, all they have to do is Whatsapp or email me with their response. I will then forward it to the relevant person, if they

like the sound of you then they will respond. If not, eish.

Ek’s ‘n oulike man, al sé ek self so. Ek is baie kalm en geduldig, ek drink nie meer as so
twee keer ‘n maand nie en ek is baie vrygewig. 

Maar kan iemand asseblief vir my verduidelik hoe om deesdae met ‘n vrou te gesels?
Ek moet elke liewe woord twee keer omdraai ‘just in case I offend you’. So nou sit ons

op die stoep tjoepstil en dan is ek ‘weird’ omdat ek niks se nie. Liewe vader gee vir
my die sterkte om met hierdie online dating nonsens voort te gaan. 

#ekhetnetdieverkeerdewoorde
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QUARTER PAGE - R125.00, HALF PAGE - R250.00, FULL PAGE - R500.00
ADVERTISING RATES

A UNIONDALE ROCK SEEN AT O.R.
TAMBO.

 1.Go evaporative :
 Misters,  wet towels,  damp bandanas, and

evaporat ive coolers (a.k.a.  swamp coolers) al l
work better in dry heat.  A damp sheet in f ront of  a

fan can cool  a room. A soaked T-shir t  under a
l ight  breeze can chi l l  you.

2. Freeze your bedding:
Li teral ly.  Put your pi l lowcase or top sheet in a
plast ic bag in the freezer an hour before bed.

3.Reverse your ceil ing fan:
Set i t  counter-c lockwise in summer to push air

down and create a breeze.

4.  Blackout curtains:
Block out the sun before  i t  h i ts your windows, not

af ter  the room’s hot.

5.Cool your pulse points:
Apply ice or cold water to wr ists,  ankles,  behind

the knees, and the back of  the neck for fast  re l ief .

BEAT THE HEAT



THE  BACK PAGE

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES, ADVERTS OR PHOTOGRAPHS FOR INCLUSION IN OUR NEXT
EDITION TO

theuniondalepost@gmail.com / online at www.myuniondale.co.za
Whatsapp Lorna 0766673677 or Kiewiet 0835608294 (the Afrikaans connection)

CONTACT US


